
 
STATE OF DELAWARE 

DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY AND HOMELAND SECURITY 
COUNCIL ON POLICE TRAINING 

P.O. BOX 430 
TELEPHONE: (302) 739-5903                         DOVER, DELAWARE  19903                        FAX: (302) 739-5945 

 
DRAFT 

C.O.P.T. MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, October 16, 2018 

    10:30 a.m. 
Delaware State Police Academy 

Route 13, Dover, Delaware State Police 
 
 

 
I. Meeting called to order by Chairman Secretary Robert Coupe at 10:31 a.m.  

 
II. Those in attendance were: 

 
MEMBERS 

Secretary Robert M. Coupe, Chairman – Council on Police Training 
Mr. Robert Irwin – Proxy for Matthew P. Denn, Attorney General 
Major Robert A. Hudson II – Proxy for Colonel Nathaniel McQueen, Delaware State 

Police 
Captain Diane Smith – Proxy for Colonel Vaughn Bond Jr., New Castle County Police 

Department 
Chief Marvin Mailey Jr. – Delaware Police Chiefs’ Council  
Sergeant Christopher Jones – Proxy for Chief Paul Tiernan, Newark Police 

Department 
Mayor Robin R. Christiansen – Mayor of the City of Dover 
Mayor Lew Killmer – Delaware League of Local Governments 
Ms. Susan Bunting – Department of Education 
Captain Tashawn Counts – Proxy for Chief Robert Tracy, Wilmington Police 
Major Timothy Stump – Proxy for Chief Marvin Mailey Jr. – Dover Police 
 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Captain Jennifer D. Griffin – Delaware State Police 
 
LEGAL COUNSEL 

DAG Rae M. Mims – Department of Justice 
 

GUESTS 

Fire Marshall Michael Chionchio – State Fire Marshalls Office 
Master Police Officer Carolyn Lund – University of Delaware PD 



Christopher Klein – Deputy Principal Assistant Department of Homeland Security 
Captain Matthew Kurten – Wilmington Police  
Sergeant Fray Coleman - Wilmington Police 
Corporal Carolyn Lund – University of Delaware Police 
Lieutenant Michael Downs – Delaware Capitol Police 
Lieutenant Joi Simmons – Delaware State University Police 
Chief Harry Downes Jr. – Delaware State University Police 
Jeffrey Gates – University of Delaware Police 
Chief Robert Kracyla – Seaford Police 
Lieutenant Christine Brenner – Middletown Police 
 

III. Review and approval of July 17, 2018, C.O.P.T. meeting minutes 
 
Secretary Robert M. Coupe entertained a motion to approve the C.O.P.T. minutes of 
the July 17, 2018 meeting.  A motion was made by Mayor Robin Christiansen, and 
seconded by DAG Robert Irwin.  The meeting minutes were approved unanimously. 

 
IV. Decertification of Officers - Administrative 

 
A. Rimoun Hanna  – New Castle County Police Department 

 
Chairman Robert Coupe entertained a motion to administratively decertify Officer 
Rimoun Hanna due to his failure to request a C.O.P.T. decertification hearing. A 
motion was made by DAG Robert Irwin to decertify Rimoun Hanna and seconded by 
Dr. Susan Bunting. The motion was approved. Captain Diane Smith (NCCPD) 
abstained. 
 
B. Brian Alleyne – Wilmington Police Department 
 
A C.O.P.T. Decertification hearing was requested and will be scheduled at a later 
date. 
 
C. Brenda Snodgrass – Delaware State University Police Department 

 
Chairman Robert Coupe entertained a motion to administratively decertify Officer 
Brenda Snodgrass due to her failure to request a C.O.P.T. decertification hearing. A 
motion was made by Mayor Robin R. Christiansen to decertify Brenda Snodgrass 
and seconded by DAG Robert Irwin. The motion was approved.  

 
D. Anthony Harris- Wilmington Police Department 

 
Chairman Robert Coupe entertained a motion to administratively decertify Officer 
Anthony Harris due to his failure to request a C.O.P.T. decertification hearing. A 
motion was made by Major Robert A. Hudson II to decertify Anthony Harris and 
seconded by Chief Marvin Mailey Jr. The motion was approved. Captain Tashawn 
Counts (WPD) abstained. 
 
 



E. Douglas MacDonald – Delaware State Police 
 
Chairman Robert Coupe entertained a motion to administratively decertify Officer 
Douglas MacDonald due to his failure to request a C.O.P.T. decertification hearing. 
A motion was made by Mayor Robin R. Christiansen to decertify Douglas 
MacDonald and seconded by Mr. Robert Irwin. The motion was approved. Major 
Robert A. Hudson II (DSP) abstained. 
 

V. Certification of Officers ~ 86th Municipal class (DSP Academy) 
 

A. Makenzi Carter    5470   Middletown PD 
 

B. Giovanni Gomez    5471   Georgetown PD 
 

C. Bryce Jackson   5472   Dover PD 
 
D. Shane Karlik    5473   Laurel PD 
 
E. Michael Simpkiss   5474   Dover PD 
 
F. Dale Starke     5475   Dover PD 
 
G. Nathaniel Valenti   5476   DNREC F&W 
 
H. John Wharton III   5477   Millsboro PD 

 
Chairman Robert Coupe entertained a motion to approve the certification of officers 
from the 86th Municipal class.  A motion was made by DAG Robert Irwin and 
seconded by Sergeant Christopher Jones. The motion was approved. 
 

 
VI. Old Business 

 
A. Regulations- Revisions / Training Subcommittee – Mr. Chris Klein 

 
Mr. Chris Klein gave a report on the finalization of the Training Subcommittees 
revisions.  After a few changes to the wording, it was revised for the final time.  

 
B.  Regulations- Revisions / Administrative Subcommittee – Major Robert A. Hudson 
II and Mr. Chris Klein 

 
Major Robert Hudson II gave a brief summery on the revisions and will follow-up on 
a few recommended changes.  These revisions will be submitted for review at the 
next meeting. 
 
 
 
 



 
B. K-9  Training C.O.P.T. Regulations addition 
  
Captain Jennifer Griffin reported that the C.O.P.T. K-9 regulations were ready to be 
submitted into the regulations.  Mr. Chris Klein will create a document to be 
submitted for regulation review in the future. 

 
  

VII. New Business 
 
A. Tracking of Firearms Instructors and Curriculum 

 
Captain Jennifer Griffin reported on some of the current challenges for C.O.P.T. with 
tracking Firearms Instructors and their recertification records.  The sponsorship 
process was also discussed, and will be addressed again at a future meeting to 
simplify the process, and ensure accurate tracking and record keeping.  

 
B. Introduction and Welcoming of a new board member 

 
Mr. Lew Killmer (President, Delaware League of Local Governments), Inspector 
Cecilia Ashe (unable to attend), and Captain Tashawn Counts (Both of Wilmington 
P.D.) were welcomed to the Board. 

 
C. C.O.P.T. Consent Agreement – Mr. Anthony Sapienza – Formerly of (D.S.U.P.D.) 
 

Captain Jennifer Griffin read a consent agreement that was initiated and signed with 
Anthony Sapienza while he is pursing legal action in the matter of his termination 
against his previous employer. 

 
 

VIII. Adjournment was at 12:19 p.m. 
 
Next meeting: Tuesday, January 15, 2019 at 10:30 a.m. at the Delaware State 
Police Training Academy in the 2nd Floor conference room. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pursuant to 29 Delaware Code, Section 10004(e)(2), the Council shall pre-announce all Executive Sessions; 
however, such agenda shall be subject to change to include additional items including Executive Sessions which 
arise at the time of the body’s meeting. 



 
 

 
 


